
 

The opening chapters of Ink on Ice deliver a grounded, quietly gripping introduction to a 
world where ambition, burnout, and institutional tension collide. What stands out 
immediately is the author’s command of place: the rink, the newsroom, the apartment 
above the used bookstore - each space feels lived-in, textured, and authentic. This is a 
story written by someone who knows the rhythms of student journalism and college 
athletics from the inside. 

The novel’s early strength lies in its character-driven realism. Cal Cooper returns to St. 
Lorne not as a triumphant prodigal son but as someone worn down by a year that clearly 
cost him more than he’s ready to admit. His exhaustion is never melodramatic; it’s 
embedded in the details - the hoodie he’s lived in, the ignored phone buzzing like a 
conscience, the way he watches the hockey team with a mix of nostalgia and unease. 
He’s a protagonist defined by his absence, and the book uses that absence to create a 
compelling emotional undertow. 

The rink sequence is one of the strongest early scenes. The writing is crisp and sensory, 
capturing the cold bite of the air and the suffocating tension of Coach Bradley’s 
authoritarian drills. The coach himself is drawn with a restrained hand - no cartoon 
villainy, just a man whose presence freezes the room more effectively than the ice 
beneath his players. It’s a scene that establishes both tone and stakes without ever 
announcing them. There’s no attempt to over explain any hockey terms, but they aren’t 
overused either.   

When the narrative shifts to the newsroom, the book finds its second major strength: 
dialogue. The Ledger’s office crackles with overlapping voices, clipped exchanges, and 
the chaotic energy of a student publication trying to function like a real one. The 
introduction of Beckley in Cal’s old seat is a beautifully understated moment of 
displacement - no dramatics, just a quiet gut-punch that says everything about how 
much changed while he was gone. 
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Keri, the editor-in-chief, is another standout. Her frustration with Cal feels real, not 
performative, and her scenes balance sharpness with genuine care. The author resists 
the temptation to over-explain her emotions; instead, her sharp commands and weary 
competence do the heavy lifting. 

The prose is strongest when it trusts the reader, when a single detail (a frayed banner, a 
dusty press, a bag of Cheetos in a treasure chest) carries the emotional weight.  And the 
dialogue rich sections inject real pace, keeping the whole narrative moving along. 

The thematic foundation is solid. Ink on Ice develops into a story about pressure - the 
pressure to perform, to return, to tell the truth, to live up to expectations that no longer 
fit. It’s about the spaces where young adults learn to fight for their voice, and the 
institutions that both shape and stifle them. 

The opening doesn’t shout. It simmers. And that slow burn feels intentional, a promise 
that the real story is gathering beneath the surface, waiting for the moment Cal can no 
longer outrun whatever he’s been avoiding.  It’s a broad scene setter, allowing two 
strong platforms to emerge and, inevitably, clash and combine. 

There is a great blend of authenticity, tension, and character-driven craft.  Ink on Ice is 
poised to be a standout in the campus-drama genre, thoughtful, atmospheric, and 
quietly devastating in all the right ways. 

Ink On Ice delivers a rich fusion of ideas that many readers will recognise, all with a 
theme of the pressure of finding your place in the world.  I especially liked how the “real” 
news story was presented, and how that changes the dynamic, bringing in a realistic 
reaction to the revelations.  And it also demonstrates how power, or the perception of 
those that think they have it, can shift. 

Overall this is an enjoyable character focused mystery, and is a clearly solid foundation 
for sequels. 
 
Available at Amazon HERE (Paperback), HERE (Hardback) and HERE (ebook). 
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