Open Shelf

WRITERS WELCOME

Tying Up Storylines

Most stories contain multiple threads, character arcs, relationships, subplots, themes,
questions, hints, and background details. When you reach the end, the challenge isn’t
tying up everything. It’s deciding what genuinely needs resolution, what can settle
quietly, and what can remain open without feeling unfinished.

Start With the Promises You Made

Every story makes promises early on, sometimes obvious, sometimes subtle.
These might be:

e acentral conflict

e acharacter’s emotional journey

e aquestion the story raises

e atensionintroduced in the opening chapters

These are the threads you must resolve. If the story asks the reader to care about
something, the ending should honour that.

Identify the Supporting Threads
Most novels contain additional lines that enrich the world:
o friendships
e sideromances
e personal struggles
e workplace issues
o family tensions
o thematic echoes

These don’t all need a dramatic conclusion. Some can resolve softly. Some can fade.
Some can remain open in a way that feels true to life.



Tie Up What Affects the Heart of the Story

A simple rule:

If a thread shapes the main character’s journey or the central conflict, it needs a
clear ending.
If it doesn’t, you have freedom.

For example:
e Acharacter’s growth arc should land somewhere.
¢ Arelationship that shaped the story should have a final beat.
¢ Asubplot that influenced the main plot should be acknowledged.

But a neighbour’s hobby, a passing joke, or a minor workplace issue doesn’t need a final
bow.

Let Some Things Breathe

Real life rarely resolves neatly.
Fiction feels richer when not every thread is tied with a ribbon.
Leaving a few elements open can create:

e realism

e emotional depth

e space forthe reader’s imagination

e room for future stories
The key is intention. A loose end should feel like a choice, not an oversight.
Bring Threads Together Through Meaning, Not Mechanics

You don’t need every subplot to collide in one final scene.
Instead, let the story feel unified through:

e theme

e character change

e emotional truth

o the direction of the final chapters

A story feels “tied together” when everything points toward the same emotional or
narrative conclusion, not when every character gets a curtain call.



Keep the Ending Clean

When you reach the final chapters, clarity matters.
Avoid over-explaining or summarising every thread.
Aim for:

e aclearemotional landing

e asense of direction for the characters

e afinalimage or moment that feels earned
The reader should feel that the story has come to rest.
A Quick Exercise

List every thread in your draft.
Mark each one as:

o Essential (shapes the main story)
e Supporting (adds depth but not required for the ending)
e Colour (world-building, texture, background)

Resolve the essential threads clearly and give the supporting ones a gentle closing beat.
Let the colour threads fade naturally.



