
Children of Amala opens with a wonderfully confident 
slice of classic science fiction, blending imaginative 
worldbuilding with a light, accessible touch. The Titan 
setting feels instantly alive - methane oceans, nitrogen 
domes, reptilian hybrids - yet the writing never gets 
bogged down in exposition. Instead, the details are 
woven in naturally, giving the reader a vivid sense of place 
without slowing the pace.  As a reader I am there, 
immersed in this different world. 

Colonel Vogost is a standout from the first page. His 
vanity, his morning rituals, and the affectionate dynamic 
with Silorian give him a warmth and humour that make 
him immediately engaging. It’s refreshing to see an alien 
protagonist who feels both exotic and relatable, and the 

domestic opening grounds the story beautifully before the scientific intrigue begins. 

The central premise, Earth as the dangerous, toxic oddity, is handled with real charm. 
The inversion of perspective is clever without being heavy-handed, and the scientific 
presentation scene is a highlight. The mixture of genuine scientific reasoning and the 
characters’ bafflement at the idea of oxygen-breathing life is both entertaining and 
thought-provoking. 

The pacing is tight and purposeful. The opening moves confidently from character 
introduction to worldbuilding to the first hint of conflict, all while maintaining a clear 
narrative drive. The reveal of detected radio transmissions is a strong hook, promising a 
larger story without giving too much away. 

Overall, this has an engaging, imaginative, and surprisingly warm start. It balances 
humour, science, and character in a way that feels both classic and fresh.  

As the story continues, we see the tones shifting beautifully, demonstrating the author’s 
range and control. Where earlier sections lean into imaginative alien worldbuilding, it 
then moves to passages delivering a grounded, gritty human perspective that feels 
immediately cinematic. The contrast between Titan’s cold wonder and Earth’s scorched 
desperation gives the novel a striking duality. 

There is a lot of sumptuous imagery.  Picking one section set in Alaska, we have 
wind-carved dunes, a lone buzzard, the dying sun.  It’s stark, atmospheric, and instantly 
sets the mood. The sense of a world in decline is conveyed with confidence.  It’s typical 
of the writing, and it’s easy to find further examples across the whole piece.  But whilst 
we’re in Alaska… 
 



Major Hoffman is a compelling, quietly tragic figure. His exhaustion, his small rebellions 
(the cigarette, the bourbon), and the crushing weight of the message he carries all paint 
a portrait of a man buckling under impossible responsibility. His decision to buy the 
Elysium crew “one week of peace” is a powerful emotional moment, understated, but 
deeply human in the end throes of their plight. 

The tension escalates smoothly and effectively. The cyber-intrusion sequence is sharp 
and urgent, and the contrast between Fournier’s rigid discipline and Hoffman’s 
unravelling state adds a strong character dynamic. The reveal of a death is handled with 
restraint, avoiding melodrama while still landing with emotional force. 

Throughout the story, the writing is confident and cinematic. The pacing is tight, the 
descriptions vivid without being overwrought, and the dialogue clipped and believable. 
There’s a strong sense of a lived-in military world, one where hope is scarce and duty is 
a burden rather than a banner being waved from the battlements. 

Overall, this is a gripping, atmospheric story with deep emotional stakes. It shows the 
author’s ability to shift tone, build tension, and craft characters who feel real even in 
extreme circumstances.  

I spent most of my time genuinely wanting to know what was going to happen next, and 
that begins from the opening wrong foot of focusing on the aliens first.  Then the story 
just bounds along. 

Readers who enjoy Clarke, Asimov, or the more playful side of hard sci-fi will find a lot to 
love here.  Children Of Amala combines some great retro styles with a fresh modern 
feel, leading to a heady mix of well-paced science fiction that progresses. 

 

Available at Amazon HERE (Paperback) and HERE (ebook). 

 

https://amzn.to/3OZq8xG
https://amzn.to/4ezEhvX

