
 
Trim Size, Fonts, Layouts 
Once your book is formatted, the next step is choosing how it will look. Trim size, fonts, 
and layout choices shape the reading experience more than most writers realise. These 
decisions affect page count, cost, readability, and the overall feel of the book. You don’t 
need design training, just a sense of what suits your story. 

A Quick Prompt to Get You Started 

Pick up three books in your genre. Notice their size, margins, fonts, and spacing. 
Ask yourself: Which one feels closest to the experience I want my reader to have? 

Trim Size 

Trim size is the physical size of your printed book. It affects page count, printing cost, 
and how the book sits in the reader’s hands. 

Common Choices 

• 5" x 8" – compact, often used for fiction 

• 5.25" x 8" – a popular modern fiction size 

• 6" x 9" – common for non-fiction and longer novels 

• A5 – familiar in the UK, slightly taller than 5x8 

Things to Consider 

• Genre expectations – readers subconsciously recognise “the right size” 

• Length – a long book in a small trim size becomes very thick 

• Cost – larger trim sizes can reduce page count and printing cost 

Choose the size that feels natural for your book, not the one that looks impressive. 

  



Fonts 

Fonts shape readability. The best choices are invisible, the reader shouldn’t notice 
them. 

Recommended Serif Fonts (for print) 

• Garamond 

• Baskerville 

• Palatino 

• Minion 

• Georgia 

Serif fonts are easier to read in print because the small strokes guide the eye. 

Recommended Sans-Serif Fonts (for Ebooks) 

• Helvetica 

• Arial 

• Verdana 

Ebooks rely on clean, simple fonts that adapt well to different screens. 

Things to Avoid 

• Decorative fonts for body text 

• Very small font sizes 

• Mixing too many fonts 

A good rule: one font for body text, one for headings. 

Layouts 

Layout is the quiet architecture of your book, margins, spacing, alignment, and the way 
text sits on the page. 

Key Elements 

• Margins – generous margins improve readability 

• Gutter – wider inner margin for print books 

• Line spacing – 1.15 to 1.3 is typical for fiction 

• Paragraph style – indented paragraphs, no extra spacing between them 

• Chapter starts – begin on a new page, often one-third down 

  



Consistency Matters 

Readers don’t consciously notice good layout, but they feel it.  A consistent layout 
makes the book look professional and trustworthy. 

A Simple Exercise 

Print one chapter on paper using your chosen trim size and font. 
Hold it like a real book. 
Ask yourself: 

• Does it feel comfortable 

• Is the text easy to read 

• Does anything look cramped or loose 

Small adjustments now make a big difference later. 

A Final Thought 

Design choices don’t need to be complicated.  Aim for clarity, comfort, and consistency, 
and your book will look every bit as professional as it deserves to. 

 


